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 Welcome to the MARCH ‘News from the Top of the Hill’ St Kew briefing! 

There is, as always, so much to be proud of at St Kew and it is a delight to be able to share 
these things with you here in this edition of the ’News from the Top of the Hill’.  Whilst I write 
this we are super excited to be awaiting World Book Day tomorrow - dress as your favourite 
character from a book and take part in ‘book’ activities all day!  Discover, Learn and Develop  
continues at St Kew. 

Festivals 
It has been lovely to see so many of the children wanting to take part in 
the festivals that are now ‘back on offer’ to pupils.  We have been 
thrilled to see how willingly pupils have asked to take part in  

Poem recitals at the Town Hall 
33 pupils represented St Kew at Wadebridge Town Hall on Monday 
27th and Tuesday 28th February. With lovely comments such as ‘an en-
joyable performance with imagination’, ‘you have a lovely clear voice’ and 
‘you took time to make every word clear’ from the adjudicators and all 
pupils saying they want to take part again next year, I can see a growing group of literary enthu-
siasts at St Kew!  Well done to everyone involved - we were thrilled to be able to support you in 
this by funding the     entrance fee for all involved. 

External verification 
We are always pleased to be able to show visitors around St Kew and show off our pupils and 
their great attitudes to learning. This half term we will be welcoming our Challenge Partner, the 
School Improvement team from Kernow Learning and a writing expert to St Kew to celebrate 
the ‘good stuff’ and identify next steps to make things better.  We will share their findings with 
you next term. 

An exciting term ahead 
There are so many things that are happening across this half term, please 
do ensure you make a note of the dates on page 13 on your calendars at 
home, so that you don’t miss anything. 

King Charles III Coronation celebrations 
The pupils will be celebrating the King’s coronation on Friday 12th May, 
which will prove to be an exciting afternoon for the Year 6 pupils in      

particular, as it will mark the end to their SATs 
week.  We know that many of you thoroughly 
enjoyed the afternoon of the Queen’s jubilee celebrations last year 
and were hopeful that we may be able to repeat this family           
afternoon in the not too distant future so…  

Auction of Promises 
 I am delighted to be able to let you know that we will be holding the 
Auction of Promises (PTA fundraiser) alongside a picnic afternoon 
this year!  It promises to be a lovely St Kew family event with some 

delicious edibles and amazing talents on display from our pupils, and we will let you 
know the date of this as soon as possible so that you can add it to your diary. 

Please do not hesitate to pop in if you have any questions or ideas to share!             

We want you to be part of the St Kew family. 
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Newton Class 
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Newton Class 

We were all happy to welcome the children of Newton Class back after the 
half term and they certainly worked hard in their first week back.  

 
The children have been very enthusiastic in beginning our new topic of Nature 
and the Environment. We have begun reading ‘Stanley’s Stick’ by John Hegley 
which has captured the children’s imagination and interest, following this we will delve in to ‘The 
‘Sea Saw’ by Tom Percival.  

 

We begin to draw our Geography focus of the Tour of the UK to a close and in recapping this we 
have been amazed by all they have learnt about where they live in the world. Our next focus will 
be ‘Going to the seaside’.  

 

Our Science focus of materials and their properties began with an outdoor materials hunt which 
really brought out budding scientific explorers in all of the class.  

 
History this half term is looking at the seaside and what it looked 
like 100 years ago, we had some very interesting conversations and 
musings looking at a picture of the seaside 100 years ago. They 
particularly were interested in the bathing machines in the picture 
and noted how it would protect a persons modesty on the beach 
when changing!!  
 

In our Art we began looking at Andy Goldsworthy the English  
sculptor, photographer, and environmentalist who produces site-
specific sculptures and land art. Newton class were thoroughly   
inspired by his work and have created some wonderful pictures   
using natural materials found in our outdoor environment. We will 
then look at observational drawing which we will have a local artist 
joining us to demonstrate their still life drawing skills.   

 
Please continue to send your child in with a coat as we are still getting some chilly days - though 
we are delighted to see more sunshine - lets hope it continues!! As you know we thrive in our  
outdoor learning here at St Kew so having the appropriate outerwear, including wellies allows us 
to make the most of our wonderful environment. Newton are particularly fab at remembering 
water bottles…lets keep this up as it keeps them well hydrated and ready to learn.  

 

Thank you for all your efforts in supporting your child in their 
reading journey by reading to them at home. Please continue 
to do this as much as possible and remember to bring in book 
bags every week.  
 

As always, please ask if you have any questions or queries 
about any aspect of your child’s school life – we are always 
here to help!  
 

Mrs Osman, Mrs Murray and the Newton Class Team 
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 Armstrong Class 
It has been lovely to see you all after the break, I hope you have all had an   
enjoyable and restful half term. Our topic this term is ‘A Twist in the Tale’, and 
our texts focus on familiar tales. We have just finished creating our dream 
jars based on Roald Dahl’s The BFG. The children’s writing looks wonderful on 
our BFG display. We have just started Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond 
Briggs which is a twist on a traditional tale with lots of humour and 
imagination. Over the coming weeks, we will also read The Tin Forest 
by Helen Ward and we will be writing persuasively and writing        

explanations. 
  
 In Maths, we are finishing our unit on 
multiplication and division and moving onto 
fractions. The Year 2s will be finding  
fractions of amounts/shapes, focusing on 
finding a half, one quarter, three quarters 
and a third. The Year 3s will be finding 
fractions of amounts from calculating 1/4 
of 24 to finding 3/8 of 72. Year 4 will be 
consolidating fractions and moving on to decimals. 
 
 

In Science, we are continuing our learning on plants. 
We have been making observations over time to    
investigate what a plant needs to germinate. We will 
also learn about the methods of pollination and seed 
dispersal in flowering plants. In Geography, we are 
learning about the journey of rivers and in French, 
we are continuing to practice expressing our likes 
and dislikes. Our PSHE unit this half term is ‘Healthy 
Me’. We will be exploring how to keep our bodies 
healthy as well as knowing ways to keep ourselves safe and understanding who we can go to for 
help when we need it.  

 
Spellings and times tables homework will 
continue to be handed out on Fridays ready 
to be collected the following Friday. Please 
make sure you have a pair of wellies in 
school for outdoor learning (these need to 
remain in school for the duration of the 
term). Everyone will also need to bring a 

water bottle with them every day. We will continue to change reading books on Fridays so please 
only send book bags in then. The children’s PE days will continue to be on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and they need to come into school wearing their sports clothes on those days.  
 
If you have any questions regarding anything at all, don’t hesitate to speak to me in the mornings 
or email the school office.  

Miss Taylor and the Armstrong Class Team 
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Einstein Class 
We have had a busy start to the year but are well rested after the 
holiday ready to complete this second half term.  Our topic for this 
term is ‘Utopia versus Dystopia’. 

 
We have finished reading the book ‘The Boy in The 
Tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen which is a real page-turner, 
keeping us all on the edge of our seats. Not everyone was correct 
with their predictions though. The children have written their own 
narratives in response to the text, and we are looking forward to 
sharing them with each other, once published.  
Our next text is ‘Kasper, Prince of Cats’ by Michael Morpurgo, 
which is a story set partly on the Titanic, linking with our  learning 
in history.  
 

In science, the children have enjoyed the topic ‘Earth and Space’, inspiring 
many to carry out additional research at home as well. Our topic for this half term is 

‘Forces’.  
 
In RE lessons the children have been considering: What matters 
most to Humanists and Christians? Their next question is What 
difference does the resurrection make to Christians? 
 
In music we have listened to and appraised the pop ballad ‘Make 
You Feel My Love’ sung by Adele and Bob Dylan. We will be  

learning to read music this term. We will also be using Garage band during computing lessons 
to create music. 
 
We have looked at ‘Dreams and Goals’ in our RSHE lessons and this half 
term we have the topic ‘Healthy Me’. The children started by sharing 
with each other the ways in which they are each responsible and then  
reflected on how this increases with age.  
 
PE lessons continue to take place on ‘Trainer Days’ -Tuesdays and    
Thursdays. In PE lessons we have been learning the skills involved in   
playing hockey with our Plymouth Argyle coaches and we are now developing our skills to play 
tag rugby. It is advisable to bring  a spare pair of shoes on Tuesdays as the field is likely to 
remain pretty wet and muddy for the next few weeks. We have been working on our levels 
of fitness and will also be doing gymnastics this half term. Outdoor learning can take place 
on any day of the week and pupils do need a warm and waterproof coat with them in school 
every day as well as a pair of wellies. 
 
Homework comes home every Monday, handwriting on one side with 10 spellings to learn, to 
be assessed on the following Monday. The reverse has times tables to complete in less than 
3 minutes. The sums not completed in the time given, they can finish in another colour. TTR 
is a great site to help pupils improve their times table fluency and each pupil can also use 
their username and password for TTR to use ‘Numbots’ -this site focuses on number bond 
fluency. Reading aloud to an adult as well as silently to themselves needs to be a regular   
occurrence to develop fluency and their comprehension skills. 

 

If you have any questions regarding homework or anything else please come and speak to one 
of the ‘Einstein Class’ team.                                      Mrs Watson and the Einstein Class Team 
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Behaviour 

 

We are always very proud of the pupils at St Kew and how they behave, both in 
classes and how they conduct themselves throughout the school building. 

 

We were delighted to welcome our CEO, Clare Crowle to St Kew on Tuesday this 
week.  She    visited all classrooms and  made many comments about how our pupils behave and 
their work   ethic. 

 

The children shared with her how they enjoy learning at St Kew, how they 
are proud to come to our school and the fact that they think St Kew is 
the best school in our Trust!  We concur! 

 

We hold ‘good’ behaviour in very high esteem at St Kew and know that you 
value the high expectatiosn that all staff have around pupil (and staff 
conduct). 

 

We will continue to work on all of the behaviour expectations that parents 
asked us to at the Tea with Miss session earlier this year and grow ever 
prouder of every St Kew family 
member. 

 

Well done and thank you to every pupil at our school! 

Recruitment News        
 

Having welcomed Emily into the St Kew family, before the Christmas holidays, it has been 
delightful to welcome Tammy Chadwick to the school team in the last week. 
 

Tammy comes to us with lots of experience in working with Nursery children and we are 
delighted to be able to appoint her to the team.  She will be supporting pupils in Little 
Learners and has already begun to learn the St Kew ropes! 
   
Having interviewed for further school support, I would like to welcome both Clare Arnold 
and Alison Drew to the St Kew team.  

 

Clare and Alison bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to 
the team and will be commencing their employment with us by 
the end of this month.  They will be supporting within the 
school and leading some of the Wrap Around Care sessions 
across the week. 

 

I know you will join me in welcoming them to St Kew! 
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Open morning 
 
Please come and join us for our second Open Morning of 
the school year on Tuesday 21st March. 
 
On this morning, we would like to welcome you to Little 
Learners, Newton, Armstrong and Einstein Classes to see 
what goes on in the classrooms at St Kew. 
 

Come and see many different      
lessons, activities and work going on 
across the first hour of the day, 
with tea and coffee served in the 
hall at drop off (whilst registers 
are taken etc). 
 

Tea with Miss 

 

The next Tea with Miss session will focus on Phonics and reading and will be held on Friday 
31st March. 

 

Please come and join us in the hall for a session sharing reading tips / ways to support your 
child at home and peruse some of the resources we use at school.  There will plenty of time 
for questions at every level of schooling from Reception to Year 6, so please do join us if you 
have ever wondered ‘what is phonics all about?’ or 
‘What sort if reading do they DO at school?’ 

 

And who doesn’t like a bit of cake with their tea? 
There will be plenty on offer. 

 

Friday 31st March 
2pm 
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School Council News 
 
Our amazing group of School          
Councillors are very keen to meet on a 
regular basis and help the school to ’be 
even better than it is’ and as such will 
be looking at the school curriculum with 
Mrs M in their meetings this half term. 
 
They are also keen to continue the good work from the last group and would like to continue 
with the ’FOODBANK FRIDAY’ campaign. 
 
We all know that money is getting tighter for everyone, but if you can spare an extra tin or 
two of something at the tills / inn your online order, we would be delighted to collect it at 
school on a Friday morning for the Wadebridge Foodbank and the people that this wonderful 
organisation help. 
 
Our pupils struggle to think what it would be like to open the cupboards at home and not 
find a tin of beans / packet of rice or indeed anything to eat one night, and are keen to    
ensure this does not happen to any one. 
 
So…. Please do help us!  The children will need 
to be on duty to collect tins and packets etc., 
so please let Mrs M know if your child can be a 
collector on a Friday morning.  This would mean 
that they would need to arrive at around 
8.30am on a Friday, to be able to get        
themselves set up and ready for parents and 
children arriving at 8.40am onwards.  
 
If we have enough school council members   
wanting to do this, it would be great to get a 
rota going so that they can take it in turns 
across the half terms.  
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 Attendance  
 
First and foremost, we know that good attendance leads to good outcomes for our pupils and 
many pupils at St Kew have fantastic attendance and are learning well. 
 
Below you’ll see a really useful chart that shows the amount of absence, how this correlates to        
outcomes and how this links to the expectations of our Trust and the Government who make it 
clear that attendance at school, is both a legal requirement and now more than ever, an im-
portant part of children’s lives.  
 
Reporting absence is part of our safeguarding measures and ensures that we know exactly 
where each pupil is every day.  When absent, you must notify the school office by 9am. The 
quickest and easiest way to report your child’s absence is by sending an email to the school 
email address: stkew@kernowlearning.co.uk or by phoning a message through to the answer 
phone service.  If you do choose to leave a message on the school phone, you can do this by 
selecting option 1 which is our 24-hour absence message service.   
 
In either of these communications, please ensure you leave specific detail about the illness 
or absence, the child’s name and class and avoid leaving messages of ‘poorly’ or ‘not well’. 
This will need to be done on each day of absence.  Without this, we will send an absence 
message or call.  If we are unable to contact anyone regarding a child’s absence, we will need 
to make a home welfare visit.  
 
When attendance falls below 91%, the school will notify you and inform you that future    
absences will require 
medical evidence in 
order for them to be 
authorised. This may 
be a GP appointment, 
prescription note or a 
letter from a consult-
ant.  
 
If you have any     
concerns about your 
child’s attendance, 
please contact us at 
school and we will be 
happy to meet with 
you to discuss this    
further. 
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Parent Consultations 

 

During March we will be holding our next Parent Consultation evenings where we will be sharing 
with you the progress your child / children have made towards the targets discussed in            
November.  

 

It is really important that all parents attend as your child’s future academic success can be     
enhanced by your attendance. These meetings give you the opportunity to ask any questions that 
you might have about how to support your child at home and to find out a little more about their 
work in class.  

 

The parent consultations will be held on Tuesday 21st and Thursday 23rd March.  

 

Once again you will be able to book your ‘slot’ online with 
eSchools. Bookings will open on Monday 6th March and will close 
on Friday 17th March. Please book your appointment as soon as 
possible to ensure you get the time most convenient for you.  

 

We look forward to seeing you all.  

 

Please see the link below for a little video on how to book an ap-
pointment, ready for the 6th March when they launch! 

Parents Evening - Booking an Appointment - YouTube    

Parent volunteers 
 
Parent volunteers are key players in our school 
community! They bring a richness to our       
children's lives in so many ways.  
 
Sometimes they support children with reading 
or spelling and sometimes they support with 
arts and crafts. Many parents use the school 
volunteering route as a stepping stone into Teaching Assistant training, qualifications and 
employment. 
 
What ever the reason for volunteering - our children benefit! 
 
If you think this is something that you might be interested in undertaking, we would like to 
hear from you. We provide training on safeguarding and confidentiality before you start 
and we have an amazing team that will welcome you with open arms! 
 
Please let the office team know if you are interested and we will get you trained and in 
school as soon as possible!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVZhlS-dKyU
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Governor Corner 
Do hope you have all had a restorative and fun half term and have enjoyed some of the beautiful 
winter sunshine that we have been getting. March at the school is a busy month with all sorts of 
activities to get involved in from open the book, cross country running , football, world book day, 
parents evening and ending with a PTA cake sale. In amongst all of this, there is  Mother’s day 
on Sunday the 19th , the St Kew  Parish Supper on Saturday the 18th and of course Easter to 
look forward to in April. So much for all to enjoy.  
 
As governors we have given Mrs Murray our full support as she develops in her new role as Small 
School Specialist for the Trust.  Due to this new role she has been asked  to visit  another 
school in the Trust weekly,  where her skills can benefit even more children in the short term. 
We are confident that this will in no way affect her ability to run St Kew as she always has, and 
know that Staff and Parents/ Carers will be behind her in this new venture.  
 
As a governing body, we have sadly had to accept a resignation from one of our governors, so we 
now have a  governor vacancy. If anyone would be interested in becoming  a governor and not 
sure what the role entails, you can find information in the news letter advert, on the school web-
site and of course please talk to Mrs Murray or myself Pip Campbell Mob 07539253822 ( Chair 
of Governors). We are a friendly bunch and work together with the school to help keep St Kew 
School the great little school it is.   
 
Attendance continues to be an ongoing concern, at this time of year seasonal illness always has 
an impact,  so important to get children in to school every day so that they can benefit from all 
the school has to offer. The Trust is also 
looking at what can be done to make sure 
every Parent/Carer understands the conse-
quences of missed learning when children 
are not at school.  Please do what you can 
to get your child to school and please ask 
for advice if you have any concerns. Work-
ing together, the school can see every child 
at school with 100% attendance.  
 

I hope you do enjoy the rest of the term Discovering Learning and Developing at this great little 
school at the top of the hill. 
 

Pip Campbell  
Chair of Governors   

Community Garden 
 

We are wanting to be able to get the             
polytunnels and vegetable patches up and      
running again in true ‘farm to fork’ style but are 
in need of volunteer help to do this.   

If you are interested, please see Mrs M, so that 
we can work out what we have and what we need 
to be able to facilitate this. 
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Application for Free School Meals and Pupil Premium  
 
All Key Stage 1 Children (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
are eligible to receive a free school lunch regardless of 
household income or benefits.   
  
However, your child may be eligible for benefits-related 
free school meals if you receive of any of the following 
benefits:  

• Income Support (IS)  

• Job Seekers' Allowance (Income-Based) and equal 
based Job Seekers Allowance  

• Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) and equal based         
Employment and Support Allowance  

• Child Tax Credit (CTC) with an annual income of less than £16,190  

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for WTC  

• Guarantee Element of Pension Credit (GPC)  

• Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA) Support  

• Universal Credit - Household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and 
not including any benefits you get)   

and you are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.  The school could also benefit from addi-
tional Pupil Premium funding to support your child and their learning.  
  
If you think your circumstances have changed and this is the case then you can apply online 
at:  www.cornwall.gov.uk/schoolmeals  
  
Please note you have to be in receipt of payment before an application can be assessed for 
Free School Meals. If you are claiming the benefits listed below you are NOT eligible for 
free school meals, regardless of what other benefits / credits are being claimed:  
Working Tax Credit / Contribution-Based Job Seeker's Allowance and / or Contribution-
Based Employment and Support Allowance.   
 you will be temporarily eligible to claim free school meals if you receive a Working Tax 
Credit run-on, which is the payment you may receive for a further four weeks after you 
stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.   

Car Parking 
As a Governing Board, we have been revising our Access to 
site policy and in the interest of the safety of every St Kew 
family member, please can we ask that you REVERSE into car 
park spaces when you use the school car park. 
 
This will allow full sight of the users of the car park as you are leaving your space and will 
ensure safety for all.  
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Important Dates for the rest of this half term: 

 

Easter Holidays: 3rd - 14th April 

 

INSET DAY: 17th April 

 

Pupil return to school: 18th April 

Sports for Schools visit: 13th March (further details to come) 

 

Key Stage 2 Cross Country: 14th March 

 

PTA Mothers day pop up shop: 17th March  

 

Open Morning for all classes: 21st March 9am 

 

Parent Evenings: 21st and 23rd March 

 

Year 3 & 4 Football Festival: 22nd March 

 

Girls Football Festival: 29th March 

 

PTA Cake Sale: 30th March 

 

Tea with Miss: 31st March 2pm 
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 Helping Hands News  
 

Spring is finally in the air and we are busy looking ahead at all the       
exciting events that are coming up in the calendar. 

 

Firstly, we have formally signed up (coerced?) Paul Prescott into stepping 
into the role as PTA chair which is fantastic news, with Linzi Hanscomb 
as Vice-Chair and Sophie Corker stepping up to take the role of secretary.  

 

We are a friendly bunch, but we NEED more people to join us – do come along to a meeting 
and see what you can come and help with – you get to spend time with us lovely lot AND do 
lots of positive things for the school – not sure what else you could want really? 

 

The Valentines Disco was a great success in February – with a high attendance from the 
children who all seemed to have a great time and there were some particularly good dance 
moves from children and adults alike. Plus £81.45 was made from donations kindly received – 
so many thanks to all for the support. 

 

Looking ahead into March we have our popular Mother’s Day Pop-Up shop coming up (please 
see poster in the newsletter for further details). For those of you new to St Kew this is a 
fantastic way for your children to pick a present out themselves for mum/granny etc – they 
do this during school time and it comes home wrapped up and ready to gift on Mother’s Day 
morning. I know it makes the younger ones in particular feel very independent and ‘grown up’ 
doing their own shopping! 

 

If you do have anything suitable that could be donated/re-gifted to the Pop-Up shop then 
please do bring it into school (or give to a PTA member) – things like candles, plants, bath 
stuff etc – we can even put your name on it to ensure you don’t get it back! 

 

World Book Day is fast approaching (Friday 3rd March) and there were some great          
donations of fancy dress clothes brought into school this week for the workshop that Chevi 
organised to give parents a hand with the prep – Chevi is by far the Queen of fancy dress 
and crafting – just so that you are all aware… 

 

Bags to School is back at St Kew this coming Friday (3rd March) as well – so as was detailed 
in the leaflet that came out in your child’s book bag last week – please bring in any unwanted 
clean clothes in bags by 9am on Friday. A great way to have a clear out and to raise some 
money for the school as well : ) 

 

All of these events raise money that goes directly towards benefitting your child’s           
experience at St Kew School and we couldn’t do it without your support – so thank you AND 
please have a think about coming along and joining us at our next meeting! 

 

Paul, Lauren, Linzi, Kayna, Chevi, Chantelle, Sophie, Michelle, Amanda & Carla X 
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 The St Kew community Parish Supper: 

 

THE PARISH SUPPER IS BACK! 

 

The Mighty St Kew Parish Supper is BACK - on Saturday 18th March in 
the beautiful and warm St Kew Parish Hall (see advert and posters 
around and about for booking details). 

 

This is a great value night-out with fab food and fun for everyone.  The 
tickets usually sell like hot-cakes - so do call to get yours quick! 

 

You will be treated to a delicious three course sit down meal, with coffee 
and mints, all provided by local cooks and served by a squadron of  
amazing volunteers. 

 

There will be a quiz, a fantastic raffle and some sing-along songs to go 
out with a blast.  Bring a bottle and enjoy loads of chatting and laughter 
and good cheer with your friends and neighbours.    

 

The Supper is laid on by the church and members of the local community, 
and this year the money raised will be divided between the Wadebridge 
Foodbank and the Church.  

 

We hope to see you there! 
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